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October 25, 2011

BLM RFGO Comments
3028 E. Main St.
Canon City, CO 81212

Sent via email to: BLM_CO_RG_Comments@blm.gov
To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed Destiny Mine extraction activity
and BLM'’s draft Environmental Assessment prior to your decision on this application. This letter is
meant to express opposition to the proposed activity for environmental, socio-economic and
community-based reasons.

Colorado and Fairplay may both be steeped in mining history, but our current local economy is based
upon tourism and recreation. Previous mining booms faded when commodity prices dropped, and our
small mountain community struggled to attain sustainable economic development. Today, our local
economy has sustainable income from tourism, and visitation to our area is dependent upon land
health. Gold and gravel prices may be relatively high, but our new economy must not be sacrificed or
destabilized for short term gain by one individual. The Town with numerous partners such as the
Colorado Division of Wildlife, Park County, Private Citizens, etc, have invested hundreds of thousands of
dollars of public and private funds on improvements for the rehabilitation, historic preservation,
recreational restructuring and view corridor preservation on the immediately adjacent river corridor of
the Middle Fork of the South Platte River —a part of the Fairplay Placer.

The proposed activity is in extremely close proximity to multiple residential areas, potentially creating
conflict. As stated in the EA, the proposed industrial activity will create nuisance in the form of visual
impacts, noise, dust and traffic. Also, as stated in the EA, this nearby industrial activity will hinder home
sales and diminish valuation of homes and to quote from the EA “those impacts could be very costly to
those directly affected”. Diminished home sales and property valuation will have a negative impact on
our local economy, which includes substantial contribution from property valuation and sales. Increased
traffic on local roads will require additional signage and funding for repairs and maintenance; future
spills will need remediation; and local law enforcement would likely shoulder additional burdens.

The proposed activity also poses risk to public and environmental health. The dust creates “increased

risk for health problems” as stated in the EA. Gold and gravel mining can contaminate water with heavy
metals, water chemistry can be altered by waste fluid discharges, and streams can be choked with
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sediments. Lastly, the location in question is close to waterways which serve as wildlife habitat and also
serve municipal and agricultural purposes downstream.

BLM is charged with considering the “Highest and Best Use” of our public lands. However, potential
extraction of mineral deposits in this spot could negatively impact our community’s concerted effort to
expand economic development and clean-up previous mining activities. The EA does not adequately
address definitive language outlining a start-up to final mitigation schedule, penalties and specific
language outlining the expectations being placed upon the applicant regarding the mitigation of the
disturbance and the timeline of that mitigation. We are concerned that the EA reads as an appeal on
behalf of the applicant rather than an objective research and report to the general public for their
evaluation.

Please consider our plea for the BLM to more fairly and adequately consider the community of Fairplay
and the proximity of our residential neighborhoods to this proposed industrial activity. | am enclosing
more accurate pictures for your review and consideration showing how close the proposed activity is to
our newest residential subdivisions, our historic downtown and our most prized recreational amenity,
the Fairplay Beach. For a video taken at the site please visit:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9 wFPMxFias.

We strongly believe that the only way to adequately and objectively address all of these concerns raised
in support or opposition of the proposed extraction activity is through an Environmental Impact
Statement that would more adequately address these site specific issues. The Environmental
Assessment is too broad an approach and is derived from outdated and non-site specific data and
studies and subjectively provided information from the applicant.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Respectfully submitted,

< F e
red Boyce Greg Johnson

Mayor, Town of Fairplay Mayor Pro-Tem, Town of Fairplay
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Gabby Lane Frank Just
Trustee, Town of Fairplay Trustee, Town of Fairplay

cc: U.S. Senator Mark Udall
U.S. Senator Mike Bennett
U.S. Congressman Doug Lamborn
Senator Mark Scheffel, via email at mark.scheffel.senate @state.co.us
Representative Tom Massey, via email at tom@tommassey.org
Park County Board of County Commissioners
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P.0. Box 1373 COUNTY OF PARK

Fairplay, CO 80440
(719) 836-4201 (Fairplay) Board of County

(719) 836-3273 (Fax) Commissioners APARK FOR ALY SEAROYS
website: www.parkco.us

October 27, 2011

Via Email: BLM_CO_RG_Comments@blm.gov

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of land management
Roval Gorge Field Office

3028 E. Main St.

Canon City, CO 81212

Re: Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Fairplay Destiny Mine
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to express the unanimous opposition of the Park County Board of County Commissioners to the permitting of
the proposed Fairplay Destiny Mine located in Park County.

The Board has reviewed the Draft Environmental Assessment (“EA™) and, based on the contents therefore and the Boards
familiarity with the property and area in question, believes that a “No Action Alternative” is required under these circumstances. This
is so for many reasons, including the following:

» The EA includes photographs of the site which, unfortunately, are sormewhat misleading since they are directed away from
the residential development adjacent to the site. Quite simply, the development of mining in this location would most likely
destroy the marketability of both existing and proposed residences located within yards of the boundary of the proposed
mining site.

» The proposed mining site is also directly adjacent to one of the premier local recreational facilities in the Fairplay area, the
“Fairplay Beach.” This facility is used by residents of Park County and is aiso a significant attraction for tourists and
visitors. The development of this proposed sand and gravel mining operation, which we believe is only masquerading as a
gold mine, would negatively impact the aesthetics of the area but, more importantly, would threaten and compromise water
quality and the world class trout fishery located on this stretch of the Middle Fork of the South Platte River.

» The proposed mining site is also located directly in the view corridor of the Town of Fairplay within a few hundred yards of
the Town’s major retail and hotel district. Dust, noise and light from the operation would have an astonishingly detrimental
effect on the Town’s economy and livability.

®  The South Park Land Tenure Adjustment Environmental Assessment approved in 20035, classified this 80 acre parcel as a
disposal parcel. The proposed mine would have an effect on the disposal of all or 2 portion of the 80 acre parcel during the
life of the mine. The “No Action Alternative” will give the Town, County and local citizens an opportunity to consider a
request or submit an application to BLM to purchase this property for local recreational opportunities which will be
consistent with the further development of the local economy which is based on recreation and tourism.
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For these reasons as well as the reasons identified in letters from other concerned persons and entities including the Town of
Fairplay, the Town of Alma and the Fairplay Sanitation District, the Board of County Commissioners respectfully requests that
BLM adopt a “No Action Alternative.” Should BLM not chose the “No Action Alternative,” however; the County would
strenuously request that BLM require a full Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS™) prior to rendering a decision on this
application. We very much believe that, given the potentially disastrous consequences of permitting the proposed mining
operation on housing and businesses in the area, a full EIS to address the many concerns should, at a minimum, be conducted.

Thank you for you consideration.

Richard F. Hodges, Chairman
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John Tighe, Commissioner
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Mark Dowaliby, Commiséioner 4

cc: U.S. Senator Mark Udall
U.S. Senator Mike Bennett
U.S. Congressman Doug Lambom
Board of Trustees of the Town of Fairplay
Board of Trustees of the Town of Alma

Richard F. Hodges John Tighe Mark Dowaliby
(719) 836-4209 (719) 836-4210 (719) 836-4211
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