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OFFICE OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

March 25, 2010

The Honorable John Salazar
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3" District, Colorado

813 Main Avenue, Suite 300

Durango, CO 81301
Re: Chimney Rock National Monument Legislation
Dear Congressman Salazar,

On behalf of the citizens of Archuleta County, we are pleased to convey to you our
support. for the proposed legislation to designate Chimney Rock Archeological Site as a
National Monument. :

We have reviewed the proposed legislation language and offer for your consideration, the
following comments as you and your staff continues the journey in composing the
legislation:

View Sheds

Consistent with the information contained in Item (2) in the Findings section of the
proposed legislation, we agree the location provides for a “dramatic, 360 degree view of
the surrounding landscape.” In addition, we concur with statements made that the very
nature of the Chimney Rock Archeological Site 1s as visually-oriented resource. For this
reason, we would encourage you and your staff to consider additional language
strengthening the protection of the view sheds of the Site within the control of the Forest

Service.

Noise

Because the Site is located in such a commanding location, it’s also reasonable to expect
the Site to be possibly impacted by noise in the area, primarily from oil and gas activities
and particularly from gas compressor stations, within the control of the Forest Service.
We would also respectfully request this be taken into consideration when drafting the
final version.of the legislation.




Chimney Rock Legislation
February 16, 2010
Page Two

Native American Concerns

While we are certainly not speaking for any Native American entity, in a meeting with
the Jicarilla Apache Nation the subject of the Chimney Rock legislation was discussed
and the Tribal Council expressed interest in being able to have reasonable access to plants
and materials within the National Monument boundaries for traditional medicines
purposes as well as for use in native crafts, such as basketry. If possible, perhaps
language could be considered that recognizes Native American desires for reasonable
access to gather the materials for cultural purposes.

Management Plan

In the current version of the proposed legislation, Section 5 “Development of
Management Plan” specifies that “not later than 5 years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall . . . develop a management plan.” We would respectfully request
that the management plan be completed no later than 3 years after the date of enactment.
Our community is very excited about the prospect of the National Monument designation
and would like to arrive at the completion of the management plan as soon as possible.

Finally, we would like to commend you for your vision and support for this legislation to
protect what we know to be a valuable geologic and cultural resource for this nation. If
there is anything we can do to assist you or provide additional information, please do not

hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely

Clifford Lucero, Chair Jﬁﬁn Ranson, Vice-Chair Robert C. Moomaw

£e Senator Michael Bennet, U.S. Senate
Senator Mark Udall, U.S. Senate
John Whitney, Regional Director for Congressman Salazar
Mayor Ross Aragon, Town of Pagosa Springs




