Office of the Mayor
Ross Aragén
Box 26 _
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(970) 2644151

November 19, 2009

The Honorable John Salazar
United States House

of Representatives

813 Main Avenue Ste 300
Durango CO 81301

Re: Town Council Support of National Monument Status for Chimney Rock

Dear Representative Salazar:

The Town Council of Pagosa Springs fully supports the national monument designation for
the Chimney Rock archeological site in Archuleta County, Colorado.

The Council is concerned that the Chimney Rock archeological site has been allowed to
deteriorate. The efforts of many dedicated volunteers currently assisting the US Forest Service in
maintenance of the site must be bolstered by increased federal government support. The additional
stewardship and protection of the Chimney Rock site provided by national monument designation
will ensure conservation of this irreplaceable resource. The designation would not only provide
additional federal money to improve site stabilization, but would also afford legal protections for the
site.

The Chimney Rock site provides a unique opportunity for the preservation of Archuleta
County’s most treasured land mark. The Town Council believes that the Chimney Rock site should
be preserved for the benefit of future generations. Given its proximity to Mesa Verde and Chaco
Canyon, national monument designation for the Chimney Rock site will increase heritage tourism.
The designation will also provide a significant boost the Town of Pagosa Springs’ struggling
economy.

The Pagosa Springs Town Council enthusiastically supports national monument designation
for this important Native American heritage site. Your favorable consideration of this initiative
would be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,

s ﬁgﬁkp

Ross Aragén
Mayor




