John Martin, Chair
District 2

Trési Houpt, Chair Pro-Tem
District 1

Garfield County

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Mike Samson
District 3

September 15, 2010

Honorabie John Salazar
1531 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
202 226 9696

Congressman Salazar,

We support the efforts of the Thompson Divide Coalition. The Coalition has now drafted a bill
called the "Thompson Divide Withdrawal and Protection Act’. We support the aims of that bill
and request that you introduce the bilt during this session in order to move this effort forward.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the residents of Colorado and for the protection of
public lands. We look~forward to working with you and your staff to ensure that the Thompson
Divide gets tlie permanent protection it deserves.

John Marljz;y Garfield Bqunty Commissibner, Chair

L

R il
M"WM Cbunty Commissioner, Pro Tem

“ YT AL
Gaffield County Connm

Co:

TDC, info@savethompsondivide.org

Tate Rosenbusch, Tate.Rosenbusch@mail.house.gov

Edward Stern, Staff Assistant, Edward. Stern@mail.house.gov
John Whitney, Regional Director, John Whitney@mail.house.gov
Richard Baca, Regional Director, Richard. Baca@mail.house.gov
Ronnie Carleton, Chief of Staff, Ron.Carleton@mail house.gov

108 Eighth Street, Suite 213 « Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 945-5004 « Fax.: (970) 945-7785



City of Glenwood Springs
Office of the Mayor

Aungust 6, 2010

The Honorable John Salazar
1531 Longworih HORB
Washinglon, D.C. 20315

Congressman Salazar:

We support the efforts of the Thompson Divide Coalition. The Coalition has now drafted a
bill calied the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and Protection Act. We support the aims of
that bill and request that you introduee the bill during this session in order to move this effort

forward.

Thank you [or your ongomyg commitment to the residents of Colorado and for the protection
of public lands. We look forward to working with you and your staff to ensure that the
Thompson Divide gets the permanent proiection if deserves.

Respectfully.
Glenwood Springs City Council

e

i3ruce Chiristensen, Mayor

pton ™Ho ¢
Edward Stern. Staff Assistant
John Whitney, Regional Director
Richard Baca, Regional Director
Ronnie Carleton, Chief of Staff

10 W. 8TH STREET CGLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLORADO 8160 970-384-6403
WWW.COPS.US




-] Jnt . Phone: (970) 841-0248 - Fax: (370} 641-3061
0 y Email: bocc@gunnisoncounty.org « www.GunnisonCounty.org

On Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners

COLORADO

September 21, 2010

Honorable John Salazar
225 North 5th Street, Suite #702
Grand Junction, CQ 81501

Dear Congressman Salazar,

The Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners supports the Thompson Divide
Withdrawal and Protection Act as it pertains to lands within Gunnison County. We have no
position on affected lands outside of our County.

We recognize that the proposed legistation involves only public lands and does not affect any
existing uses or rights, including current natural gas leases. In addition, the proposed
legislation is widely supported for its habitat and wildlife protection. Of the total acreage
Invalved, only 23% is in Gunnison County and, of that total, 54% is already leased; therefore,
approximately 10.5% of the total acreage being withdrawn is in-Gunnison County. We
acknowledge the gas industry’s concerns, but feel that within Gunnison County their existing
leases allow them more than adequate protection for extraction should they pursue their rights.

We also recognize that there is a delicate balance between the need to extract this important
resource and the need to protect our vibrant tourism economy, including the much visited West
Elk Loop Scenic Byway. We believe that this proposed withdrawal, in balance, is in the best
interests of our citizens and visitors,

We encourage you to move this legislation concerning lands within Gunnison County forward as
soon as possible, and we thank you for your commitment to public land protection,
o

7 ——
Paula S(Nenson, Commissioner

Sincerely,

Hap Thannell, Commissioner

arr, Chairperson

cc: Senator Mark Udall
Senator Michael Bennet

200 East Virginia Avenue - Gunnison, CO 81230
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 530 E. Main Street, 3rd Floor
Aspen, Colorado 81611
phone (970) 920-5200

7 )
November 17, 2011 fax (970) 920-5198

Senator Michael Bennet

702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

Via email: Senator Bennet@bennet.senate.gov

Senator Mark Udall

Hart Office Building

Suite SH-328

Washington DC 20510

Via email: senator mark udall@markudall.senate.gov

Dear Senator Bennet and Senator Udall,

The Pitkin County Board of County Commissioners appreciates your October 11, 2011 letter to the
Secretaries of the Departments of Agriculture and Interior respectively, to address unitization issues
specific to the “Thompson Divide” area. Your ongoing leadership in this matter is critical to support the
well-being of citizens and protect resources on public lands that are at least as worthy of consideration as
natural gas for their long-term value to future generations. Your letter correctly points out that the
unitization proposal in the Thompson Divide area, if granted would undermine years of discussion at the
local level about the appropriateness of development plans in this sensitive area.

We specifically remain concerned that approval of unitization would require the drilling of a well, thereby
“vesting” resource development on several leases on Roadless Inventory that were issued after
implementation of the 2001 Roadless Rule, recently upheld by the 10™ District Circuit Court of appeals
(Wyoming v. USDA, 10th Cir., No. 09-8075, 10/21/11; 205 DEN A-3, 10/24/11.) These ruling calls into
question the validity of the Thompson divide area leases issued in 2003. It is not appropriate to issue a
decision regarding unitization before this issue is resolved. We believe the status of the leases in question
as they relate to the Roadless Rule, should be addressed prior to any action regarding unitization.

We concur that it would be in the best interest of the public to facilitate discussion between local
community groups and leaseholders in the unitization request to resolve conflicts by local consensus. This
approach is preferable to years of costly litigation that may result if important policy and legal questions
regarding the best interest of the public and the validity of “gap” leases, are skirted by an administrative
decision on unitization in the Thompson Divide area. We understand that unitization is typically a tool to
encourage more efficient development of resources, and therefore, would normally be the subject of



technical/administrative review. However, in this case it is an inappropriate tool because it would put
administrative staff in the position of determining policy and legal implications — and not simply technical
issues, as noted above.

We believe the unitization request should be denied. If the request is approved however, a NEPA analysis
should precede any approval to address impacts from drilling. Such analysis will allow for a transparent
public process, make relevant environmental information available to the public in a timely manner, and
facilitate discussions between SG Interests and other stakeholders that may lead to an equitable resolution
in lieu of unitization.

Finally, we respectfully request that your office act as soon as possible to introduce legislation proposed
by the Thompson Divide Coalition to permanently withdraw the Thompson Divide area from availability
for future leasing. The residents of the Roaring Fork and Crystal River Valleys have amply demonstrated
their concerns about the need to protect wildlife and other natural assets of this important area from the
impacts of oil and gas development. In light of the current proposal for unitization, the timing for
legislation is now as critical as ever.

Thank you for your continued support in this matter.

Sincerely,
PITKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
5 )
T44S > i )
Rachel E. Richards, Chair Michael Owsley, Vice Chair Jack Hatfield
Rob Ittner eorge Newma

Cc:  Bob Abbey, BLM
Jerry Strahan, BLM



Redstone Community Association
303 Redstone Boulevard
Redstone, Colorado 81623

August 11, 2010

Honcrable John Salazar
1531 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
202 226 9696

Congressman Salazar,

We, members of the Redstone Community Association, support the efforts of the
Thompson Divide Coalition. The Coalition has now drafted a bill called the
Thompson Divide Withdrawal and Protection Act. We unanimously support the
aims of that bill and request that you introduce the bill during this session, in
order to move this effort forward.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the residents of Colorado and for the
protection of public lands. We look forward to working with you and your staff to
ensure that the Thompson Divide gets the permanent protection it deserves.

Respectfully,
N 2\
" “__'__ ) ’f\%ﬁ-ﬂk‘?——" )

Charles F. Logan, President— &
Redstone Community Association



TOWN OF CARBONDALE
511 COLORADO AVENUE
CARBONDALE, CO 81623

August 17, 2010

Honorable John Salazar
1531 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
202 226 9696

Congressman Salazar,

As you know, we support the efforts of the Thompson Divide Coalition. The Coalition has now drafied a
bill called the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and Protection Act. We support the aims of that bill and
request that you introduce the bill during this session in order to move this effort forward.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the residents of Garfield County and the protection of public
lands. We look forward to working with you and your staff o ensure that the Thompson Divide gets the
permanent protection it deserves.

Attached piease find our Resolution in support of the legislation to protect Thompson Divide.

Respectfully,

iy

J Frost Merriott
Mayor Pro Tem

Cc:

TDC
Edward Stern, Staff Assistant, Edward. Stern@maii.house.gov
John Whitney, Regional Director, John. Whitney@mail. house.gov
Richard Baca, Regional Director, Richard. Baca@mail.house.gov
Ronnie Carleton, Chief of Staff, Ron.Carleton@mail. house.gov

¥

Attachments:

Town of Carbondale Resoiution No. 9, Series of 2010

(970} 963-2733 Fax: (970) 963-9140



THOMPSON DIVIDE GOALITION

OUR HOME. OUR WATERSHED. OUR LIVELIHOOD.

Board of Directors:

Chuck Ogilby, President
Avalanche Ranch

ason Sewell, Vice-Pres,
Sunfire Ranch

ju_rl_‘g Fox-Perry, Secretary
Water Gap Ranch

lan Carney, Treasurer

I'wo Shoes Ranch

Dorothea Farris, Member-at
Large, Former Pitkin County
Commissioner

Sue Anschutz-Rodgers,

Crystal River Ranch
Clare Bastable
Western Energy Project

Jock Jacober,
Crystal River Meats
Brook LeVan
Sustainable Settings

Marj Perry,
Cold Mountain Ranch

OfTice:

711 Main 5t.

PO Box 2045
Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 355-4223

www savethompsondivide.org

March 8, 2012
To: Senator Bennet, Senator Udall, Congressman Tipton

RE: Formal request for introduction of withdrawal legislation for the Thompson
Divide Coalition

Dear Congressmen,

The Thompson Divide Coalition (TDC) recently sent a Letter of Intent (LOI) to
owners of all non-producing leases in the Thompson Divide. The LOI proposes
terms for reimbursement of costs associated with purchasing and retaining non-
producing leases in the area. The LOI exemplifies TDC’s ongoing commitment to
ensure protection of this magnificent area while respecting existing rights and
leaving unaffected existing infrastructure.

The structure outlined in the LOI represents a fair, “above-board,” pathway toward
resolution of this issue. The LOI treats all leaseholders equally and ignores
unresolved legal issues associated with many of the leases. For example, despite
the belief of many of our members that gap leases within the Thompson Divide
were issued in conflict with the law and without making any claim about the legality
of those leases, the Coalition is committed to reimbursing gap lease owners to the
same extent and in the same way as other leaseholders.

We see this as a meaningful pathway to resolution. It could represent a win for
leaseholders, involved agencies, local governments who support protection of the
area and for thousands of members and supporters of TDC who would fund the
reimbursement.

Given this significant step forward, to help ensure that the area is protected as it
should be, and to ensure that this LOI gets due consideration from all parties
involved, we ask that you begin a formal process of introducing and assuring
passage of withdrawal legislation for the Thompson Divide as soon as possible. We
also ask that you redouble pressure on the BLM not to approve the Lake Ridge Unit
or any other proposed development in the area until our concerns have been
resolved.

We are sincerely grateful for the leadership and support that you have provided
thus far on this important issue, and we hope that you will remain with us as we
pursue this important next step. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, ’\)

(/({ vk (o j‘/
Chuck Ogilby
President

Cc: Ken Salazar, Bob Abbey, Tom Vilsack, Harris Sherman, Helen Hankins
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