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Why do we need the Inclusive Aging Act? 

Through the Older Americans Act, the federal government has directed millions of dollars and 

significant resources to help address the needs of older Americans. Unfortunately, there is still 

limited investment in addressing sexual health care for older Americans and the diverse needs of 

older lesbian, gay, bisexual, and/or transgender (LGBT) Americans.  

 

Nationally, the focus on sexual health, and in particular on the prevention and treatment of 

HIV/AIDS, has centered on a younger population. However, almost half of people living with HIV 

in the United States are age 50 or older,1 and the rate of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) 

among individuals over the age of 65 is increasing.2 Older Americans who identify as LGBT, 

especially those of color and those living in rural areas, face greater risks and additional barriers 

to prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.3 Due to lifelong experiences of discrimination, LGBT 

seniors face unstable employment and lower earnings. These issues contribute to higher levels of 

poverty, with more than one-third of LGBT seniors living on incomes at or below about $25,000 

per year, or roughly 200% of the federal poverty level.4 Older LGBT Americans, especially those 

living in rural areas, face greater rates of social isolation and increased health risks.5  

 

Older Americans would benefit from additional services that are coordinated to improve access to 

sexual health care services. At the same time, connecting LGBT seniors with their local 

community and coordinating federal efforts around the needs of this population will increase 

LGBT seniors’ access to essential services, enhancing their health and economic security.  

 

What will the Inclusive Aging Act do? 

 Establish the Office of Inclusivity and Sexual Health in the Administration on Aging, 

which would support inclusive aging and sexual health care services for the older American 

population, facilitate data collection related to population needs, oversee funding 

opportunities, and promote policies to address the needs of LGBT seniors; 

 Designate older LGBT Americans as a population of ‘Greatest Social Need’ under the 

Older Americans Act to help target local services to the needs of LGBT seniors; 

 Reauthorize the National Resource Center on LGBT Aging, which provides training, 

support, and resources to providers, LGBT organizations, and LGBT seniors; and 

 Establish a rural grant program designed to fund programs that provide (1) cultural 

competency training for health care providers, (2) resources on sexual health and aging for 

senior service providers, and (3) care or services to LGBT and minority seniors. 
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