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September 10, 2024

The Honorable Michael Bennet
261 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

Pitkin County is pleased to support the Gunnison Outdoor Resources Protection (“GORP”) Act,
including the proposed designations of the portion of the proposed Star Peak Wilderness and the
Ashcroft Addition to the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness that lie within Pitkin County.
Those areas include sensitive ecological values, incredible scenery, and outstanding opportunities
for hiking, backpacking, cross-country skiing and other quiet recreation.

The Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness is one of Colorado’s most visited wilderness areas. By
expanding it with lands near Ashcroft and Star Peak, as well as conserving additional national
forest lands contiguous to and adjacent to it, the GORP Act will help protect a landscape
complex in and around the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness that will significantly benefit
wildlife, climate adaptation, recreation, scientific research, and local economies for generations
to come.

We also appreciate the strong collaboration among local stakeholders and broad community
input that is reflected in the bill, including within Pitkin County. We look forward to supporting
you as you advance the GORP Act through Congress.

Sincerely,

Greg Poschman, Chair
Pitkin County Board of Commissioners

530 E. Main Street Aspen, CO 81611 970-920-5200
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P.O. Box C • Ouray, Colorado 81427 • 970-325-7320 • FAX: 970-325-0452 

September 10, 2024 

The Honorable Michael Bennet 
261 Russell Senate Office building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Bennet: 

Ouray County Board of County Commtssioners wants to express our strong support for the Gunnison Outdoor 
Resources Protection (GORP) Act which began as our neighboring county's Gunnison Public Lands Initiative 
(GPU). Similar to the development of the CORE Act and the preceding San Juan Wilderness Act, the GORP Act 
has been developed through a transparent and collaborative community-driven process engaging diverse 
stakeholders for over ten years. We appreciate the time and interest you and your staff dedicated to understanding 
and participating in the GPU process and the time dedicated to perfecting the GORP Act. 

Ouray County residents and visitors are very familiar with the Cimarron range and frequent the trails and public 
lands within the three major forks of the Cimarron watershed. Gunnison, Ouray, and Hinsdale Counties share the 
Uncompahgre Wilderness. With this tetter, Ouray County is reg{stering our strong support of the GORP Act, 
especially the proposed additions to the Uncompahgre Wilderness: Turret Ridge, Little Cimarron, and Failes 
Creek/Soldier Creek. Together, these proposed additions are referred to in the GORP Act as · certain Federal 
land in the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests comprising approximately 13,948 acres, 
as generally depicted as 'Uncompahgre Wilderness Additions' on the map entitled 'Sheet 10: Uncompahgre 
Additions' and dated August 27, 2024. The GORP Act would protect unique geology and high quality ecosystems 
that contribute to the spectacular scenery viewed from within the existing wilderness and surrounding trails, ridges, 
and valleys in all three counties. Some of the proposed wifderness addition lands can be viewed from Ouray 
County's scenic Highway 550 corridor north of Ridgway. Their ruggedness and tack of trails ensure solitude for 
visitors, and they provide important migration areas for elk moving between the higher San Juan Mountains to 
wintering grounds near Blue Mesa Reservoir, as well as a habitat for wildlife, including lynx and moose. 

While the proposed additions to the Uncompahgre Wilderness lie primarily in Gunnison County, we believe most 
visitors to the Cimarrons and the Uncompahgre Wilderness either live in or enter these lands from Ouray County 
and our gateway communities of Ridgway and Ouray using Ouray County Road 8 which leads to the crest of Owl 
Creek Pass. We have consulted with our Gunnison County Commissioner colleagues for many years while the 
GPLI was meeting and developing this proposal. We join Gunnison and other neighboring counties in supporting 
the GORP Act. While Ouray County is especially enthusiastic about the proposed additions to the 
Uncompahgre Wilderness, we join our neighboring counties to support the entire GORP Act. 

Thank you for your work and leadership toward protecting our most pristine and treasured wildlands and 
watersheds. 

Respectfully, 

~ l&/L/2~ )'71au..LJ l ~9nLU----
MichelleNauer, Chair Lynn M~e-Chair 







City of Gunnison

August 29, 2024

The Honorable Michael Bennet
261 Russell Senate Office building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

We write to express the City of Gunnison’s strong support for the Gunnison Outdoor Resources
Protection (“GORP”) Act.

The provisions of the GORP Act exhibit qualities that are significant to the lifestyles and
livelihoods of City of Gunnison residents and visitors, including protecting important habitat for
big game species such as elk, moose, mule deer, and black bear, conserving open range for
grazing livestock, protecting freshwater supplies critical to the City of Gunnison, maintaining
valuable backcountry experiences and opportunities for recreation, and supporting our local
hunting and fishing economy and businesses.

The City Council of Gunnison has been engaged through the development of the GORP Act and
very much appreciates the transparent and collaborative process through which it was developed.
The GORP Act is very much a community-based legislative effort that we endorse, and we
appreciate your long-standing support for that effort.

Gunnison residents and many visitors treasure the public lands around the City of Gunnison and
highly value them for diverse reasons such as recreation, grazing, wildlife, and watershed
protection, for example. Numerous community members have expressed to us their desire for
protection and improved management of these areas. We couldn’t be more in agreement with
their support for the GORP Act.

We thank you again for your longstanding support for this community-driven proposal. We
stand ready to proudly support you in advancing the GORP Act through Congress.

Sincerely,

Diego Plata
Mayor, City of Gunnison

P.O. Box 239 201 V. Virginia Avenue Gunnison, CO 81230-0239 PHONE: (970) 641-8000 FAX: (970) 641-8051





September 9, 2024

The Honorable Michael Bennet
261 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bennet:

I am writing to express the strong support of the Town on Ridgway for the 
Gunnison Outdoor Resources Protection (GORP) Act. Along with our friends in 
the Gunnison valley, we have followed the Gunnison Public Lands initiative 
(GPLI) for years, and appreciate the transparent and collaborative manner in 
which the outline of the GORP Act was crafted.

The western-most lands included in the GORP Act are easily seen and readily 
accessed from Ridgway, and our residents and visitors alike place great value on 
the spectacular Cimarron country. Many people consider the Cimarron Ridge, 
and all the incredible territory it helps define, one of Ridgway's defining 
landmarks. The area offers superlative scenery and high quality hunting, fishing, 
and backcountry recreation. As these lands are most easily accessed from 
Ridgway, our residents consider it vital to protect them in their current state.

We appreciate the dedication of you and your staff through years of hard work 
and negotiation that led to such a widely supported proposal. We also commend 
you for your commitment to honoring the wishes of local and regional 
stakeholders; it is gratifying to see the GORP Act stay true to this truly community 
based effort.

The Town of Ridgway stands ready to help in any way to support you as you 
work the GORP Act through the legislative process. Thank you for your tireless 
efforts to protect our incredible natural heritage.

Sincerely,

John I. Clark
Mayor
Town of Ridgway



Chaffee County Board of Commissioners 
P.O. Box 699/104 Crestone Ave. 

Salida, CO 81201 

719.539.2218/www.chaffeecounty.org 

 

 

2 May 2026 
 

The Honorable Michael Bennet 
United States Senate 
261 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senators Bennet: 
 
On behalf of the Chaffee County Board of County Commissioners, we write in strong support of the 
Gunnison Outdoor Resources Protection (GORP) Act and appreciate your leadership in advancing this 
important legislation. 
 
As a rural mountain community whose economy, culture, and quality of life are deeply connected to 
public lands, Chaffee County understands the importance of thoughtful, locally informed conservation 
efforts that balance recreation, wildlife habitat, watershed protection, historic uses, and sustainable 
economic vitality. The GORP Act reflects this balanced and collaborative approach. 
 
The public lands addressed through the GORP Act are an essential part of Colorado’s outdoor heritage 
and regional economy. Protecting these landscapes will help preserve critical wildlife habitat, safeguard 
watersheds that sustain downstream communities and agricultural operations, and maintain the 
outstanding recreational opportunities that support local businesses and tourism economies throughout 
central and western Colorado. 
 
We particularly appreciate the years of stakeholder engagement and local collaboration that informed this 
legislation. The GORP Act demonstrates how conservation proposals can be shaped through extensive 
input from counties, municipalities, recreation interests, agricultural producers, conservation 
organizations, Tribes, and public land users. This collaborative framework is critical to ensuring durable 
and broadly supported public lands policy. 
 
Chaffee County has long recognized that conservation and economic resilience are complementary goals. 
Outdoor recreation, tourism, agriculture, and natural resource stewardship are all foundational 
components of our regional economy. Investments in long-term public lands protection help sustain the 
landscapes and natural amenities that attract residents, visitors, entrepreneurs, and workforce talent to 
Colorado’s rural communities. 
 

 

http://www.chaffeecounty.org


Chaffee County Board of Commissioners 
P.O. Box 699/104 Crestone Ave. 

Salida, CO 81201 

719.539.2218/www.chaffeecounty.org 

 

 

The GORP Act also aligns with broader statewide efforts to protect wildlife migration corridors, increase 
climate resilience, and conserve Colorado’s headwaters and high-value ecological resources for future 
generations. 
 
We respectfully urge Congress to advance and pass the Gunnison Outdoor Resources Protection Act. 
Thank you for your continued commitment to Colorado’s public lands and for your partnership with local 
governments in shaping durable conservation solutions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chaffee County Board of County Commissioners 

   

Gina Lucrezi, Chair P.T. Wood Dave Armstrong 

 
 

 

http://www.chaffeecounty.org

